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Mie have alſo a more ſure word of pros 
phecy, whereunto ye do well that ye 
tale heed, as'unto a light that ſhineth 
in a dar place, until 2 day daun, 
and the day ſtar ariſe in your hearts, 


HEN St. Peter wrote his ſecond nd 
| epiſtle, he had lived to EXPETIENCE 
| the intemperate zeal of the enemies 


of the goſpel, in treating the moſt 
venerable articles of the chriſtian faith with ſcorn 
and contempt. Some ſcoffers had already given 
ſpecimens of their forward impiety, and in par- 
ticular, had ridiculed the doctrine of the ap- 
proaching day of the Lord (to which the apoſtle 
had often appealed in his firſt epiſtle) repreſent- 
ing it as a fabulous and viſionary notion, art- 


fully deviſed to impoſe upon the credulous. 


[2] Ws 
In conſequence of this reproachful indignity, 
which equally ſtigmatized the goſpel and the 
preachers of it, it became neceſſary to undertake 
4 poſitive defence of the future coming of Chriſt 
in glory, to ſilence unbelievers, and to confirm 
the fluctuating and weak in faith. 

The firſt proof by which the apoſtle vindi- 
cates the truth bf Chriſt's coming again in glory, 
is the-transfiguration on the mount; when he 
actually ſaw him glorified, and . heard a voice 
from heaven declating him to be the beloved: " ſor 
bf God. And no one could with greater pro- 
ptiety than the apoſtle, alledge this miraculous 
atteſtation, of which he had been an eye, and 
an ear witneſs. * 

Io this teſtimony of himſelf, and two other 
apoſtles, he adds the argument in the text; 
We have alſo a thore ſure word of prophecy, « where- 
unto ye do well that ye take heed,” as unto alight 
that ſhineth in a dark place. But here we come 
to a ſource of enquiry, which the indefatigable 
pains of the learned have not yet exhauſted, 
The interpretations hitherto given have rather 
ſuſpended, than fatisfied the inquiſitive ; and 
fave been productive rather of acquicſcence 
than conviction. The purſuit, of truth is ſtill 
laudable, while there remains any "reaſonable 
2 of diſcovering it. 
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In attempting a more cainfultory explanation 
of this difficult paſlage, it will. be Aa 


«hg 25 25 noe 
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doctrine which the 2 was ApS to 
eſtabliſh. And _ 2 x: 


| Second, to aſcertain the circumſtances, | Nats 
and condition of the perſons whoſe con- 
I viction was intended. 


1. ide firſt hon the apoſtle was not con- 
cerned. to prove the divine miſſion of our Sa- 
viour ; nor the truth of the goſpel in general; 
but to defend the particular doctrine of Chriſt's 
future coming in power and glory, to Judge the 
quick and the dead. - _ 

This was the great argument of confalation, 
which he frequently inſiſted upon in his firſt 
epiſtle. He wrote to the Jews of the diſperſion; 
who had embraced the faith in Chriſt. Their 
profeſſion had expoſed them to a variety gf injuries 
and inſults. In which unhappy. circumſtances 
the apoſtle to alleviate their preſent affliction, 
and confirm them in their conſtancy, ſets. before 
them the proſpe& of unfading glory, at the 
approaching advent of their bleſſed redeemer. 


Bi a. XS - on 


| With this view, immediately after the ſalu- 
tation in his firſt epiſtle, he ſpeaks of the ſalva- 
tion ready to be revealed in the laſt time, wherein, 
ſays he, ye greatly rejoice, though now for a ſeaſon 
F need be, ye are in beavineſs through manifold 
temptations. 1Pet. 1.5,6. And in the very next 
verſe, he purſues the ſame argument of conſo- 
lation, inſiſting, that they ſhould receive at the 
laſt day, the bleſſed fruit of the ſtedfaſtneſs of 
their faith during their preſent ſufferings. ' That 
the trial of your faith, being more precious than 
of gold that periſheth, though it be tried by fire, 
might be found unto praiſe and honour and glory, 
at the appearing of Jeſus Chriſt, v. 7.. And again, 
at v. 13. of the ſame chapter, he endeavours to 
animate his readers, with a lively expectation of 
a juſt recompenſe of glory and happineſs at the 
laſt day. Hope: unto tbe end, for the grace that is 
to be braugbt unto you, at the revelation. of Jeſus 
Chrefl, 
In the fourth chapter of his firſt epiſtle, he 
preſſes again the conſideration of a final retribu- 
tion at Chriſt's coming to judgment; and af- 
ſures them. that their inveterate enemies, /ball 
give account to him who is ready to judge the 
«quick and the dead. v. 5. In the ſame chapter 
he puts them in mind, that he end of all things 
is at hand. v.7. And again he attempts to 
£4 \ f\ convert 
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convert the ſorrow, occaſioned by the animoſity 
of their enemies, into joy and tranſport. Rejoice 
in as much as ye are partakers of Chriſt's fu Her- 
ings; that when bis glory ſhall be revealed, ye may 
be glad alſo with exceeding joy. v. 13. | 
In the fifth chapter, the apoſtle ſpeaks of 
himſelf, as partaker not in completion, but in 
certainty of proſpect, of | the glory that ſhall be 
revealed. v. 1. And for the encouragement of 
all the faithful and diligent ſervants of Chriſt, 
he tells them, that when the chief ſhepherd ſhall 
appear, ye ſhall receive a crown of glory that ** 
deth not away. v. 4. 

In a word, the whole eue of reaſoning in 

this firſt epiſtle, is calculated to fortifie the af- 

fllicted believers among the Jewiſh converts, and 
to ſupport them under the inveterate malice, 
and perſecuting ſpirit of their enemies. As no- 
thing in this world could be an effectual con- 
ſolation in their grievous calamities, they are 
referred to the final judgment of the author of 
their faith, and bleſſed redeemer; at whoſe 
coming, nothing they had done or ſuffered, 
ſhould be either unnoticed, or unrecompenced. 

This glorious advent of the Meſſiah then, 

which was ſo frequently inculcated, in St. Pe- 
ter's firſt epiſtle, having been calumniated · and 
traduced, became the ſubject of defence in the 
| ſecond 
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ſecond: epiſtle, and gave occaſion to the dith, 
1 ob road ane \ 


+» 


. Secondy, ade chiedrvurſtincts, date, 
and condition of the perſons whoſe conviction 
was intended. Beeauſe tho efficacy of argument 
is often relative to tlie On yu * 
of thoſe it is directed to. 

The ſecond epiſtle of St. Diver: is reaſonably 
ſuppoſed by commentators to have been written 
about fix years after the former. The perſons 
to whom it was addreſſed were the ſame. - But 
the apoſtle was now obliged to confider them 
in a different point of view. For in that in- 
terval, a great change had been made in their 
principles. The minds of many had been filled 
with ſtrange prejudices; through which their 
unſtable fouls were beguiled, and wy were then 
in the extremity of danger. 

In reality falſe teachers had ariſen; who im- 
paidufly oppoſed the apoſtles doctrine of the ap- 
| proaching advent of Chriſt in power and glory. 
| The words of St. Peter are, there were falſe 
1 prophets alſo among the people *, even as there ſhall 
F - be \falſe teachers among you; who privily ſhall 

| bring in damnable herefies, even denying the Lord 
| our P 4 them. In which prediction of future 


2 Pet. 2.1. | 
| 7105 corrup: 


TR 

corruptions, preſent enormities were plainly cen- 
ſared : but ſtrictures | conveyed in that pruden- 
tial manner, ſpoke equally tothe conſciences of 


men, without perſonal reprobf, which inſtead 


of - reforming offenders, often. exaſperates, and 
leaves them incorrigible. Fatal hereſies then 
were actually ſubſiſting when the apoſtle wrote. 
Now tis a known property of hereſy,” not 
abſolutely to apoſtatize from the faith, but clan- 
deſtinely to corrupt it. — The falſe prophets of 
old, - profeſſed a belief in God, and acknow- 
ledged the religion revealed by his ſervants ; 
but at the ſame time, by ſecret arts they under- 
mined the holy deſign of it, inſidiouſly ſeducing 
the people to idolatrous, and wicked practices, 
| The ſame diſguiſed. oppoſition was given to 
the goſpel, by the falſe teachers in the chriſtian 
church. They did not entirely renounce the 


- faith in Chriſt. They probably acknowledged 


our Saviour's prophetic character; and allowed 


that the prophecies applicable to a ſuffering. 


Meſſiah were accompliſhed in him. But then 
in effect they denied the Lord that bought them, 
For they rejected the regal character, and exal- 
tation of the crucified Jeſus, and blaſphemouſly 
contradicted his ſovereign dominion over the 
church, and his fature coming in majeſty and 
glory to judge the world, 

That 


| te! 

That .this, character is. not imaginary, or 

overſtrained to ſerve an hypotheſis, let us hear 

the apoſtle, who expreſly ſpecifies the particular 

hereſies which, were propagated by the falſe 
teachers. He deſcribes them as xupioryres ® xa- 


er- and Ages ee, which expreſ- 


2 2Pct. 2. 10. 

®* Kyvgos being an a of Chriſt in the BI” 
ſenſe of the word, where his power and dominion is implied, 
_ x0g67145 naturally ſignifies the power and dominion of Chriſt in 
the abſtract. That this is the real ſenſe of xugryres in Bags! wh | 
ſage above, can hardly be doubted, if we confider that in 2 
2. 1. the heretical teachers are charged with denying the Lord 
that bought them. And in the parallel place of Jude v. 4. with 
denying the only ſupreme governour our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 0- 
mitting G, which is not found in the Alex, and many of the 
beſt MSS, according to Dr Mills; or elſe rendering my Heger 
Naveri, Ole a/ Kvgior ner Trovy Xen you” r — 
only ſupreme governour Jeſus Chriſt on our e and 
which may be added the character given by Irenæus of 1 2 | 
early hereticks in the-chriſtian church; that they owned Jeſus to 
be a Saviour, but refuſed 5 acknowledge — to be Lord and 
governour e Aiyu0, v6 y 109 orouuntt;ery aurey Y. 
Iren. L. 1. C. 1. Let it be faither Ge that if we un- 
derſtand the word xvgoryres of Chriſt's dominion, it will per- 
feftly' coincide with das in the ſame verſe; which ſignifies 21 
riet, as in 1 Pet. 1,11, to which it manifeſtly alludes, Our 83a · 
viour obſerved to the two diſciples in the way to Emmaus, that 
it was foretold by the ang bo that Chriſt was to ſuffer, and to 
enter into his 35 eis r den eres Luke 24. 26. St. Peter, 
as his A I. kim to be more particular, ſays, in his firſt 
Epiſt. 1.11. that the prophets foretold the ſufferings of Chriſt, 
and the glories that ſhould follow ; mes fre Tawre Ns. Theſe 
glories, according to the beſt commentators, were the glory of 
Chriſt's reſurrection, of his aſcenſion, his exaltation in majeſty at 
God's right hand, and the glory of his future coming. The do- 
minion of Chriſt was connected with theſe glories, for which 
reaſon, the fame hereticks who denied the one, blaſphemed the 
others, See this ſubjeR explained by Dr Alton! in his ingenious 
ſermon on 2 Pet, 2. 10, 11. Vs 


fions 
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bum ſeem to be improperly trondlated - deſiſt 
| dominion, and ſpeak evil of dignities ; and might 
be rendered more juſtly. they deſpyſe the lordſhip 
or ſovereign dominion of Chriſt, and blaſpheme the 
glories; exprelly alluding to » the glaries, which 
St. Peter obſerved in his firſt epiſtle, had been 
foretold of Chriſt, by the ancient prophets. 

That theſe preſumptuous zealots againſt the 
ſovereignty of Chriſt, had been too ſucceſaful, | 
may be collected from various intimations oc- 
caſionally interſperſed in this ſecond epiſtle. For 
when St. Peter ſays, > we have not followed cm- 
ningly deviſed fables, he vindicates himſelf from 
the reproach of deluding the credulous with 
the viſionary proſpect of Chriſt's future coming 
in power and glory, But had this contumelious 
invectiye made no impreſſion, but been deſpiſed = 
by others, it would have deſerved. no confutar 
tion from the apoſtle, whoſe extreme ſenſibility 
_ eb more cy ee 


Fe > ume ety PE of whom, 5 
way of truth ſtall be evil ſpoken of : this defectiog 
drann the. faith in Chriſt, ought not to be con- 
eee ſo much an in cet . 
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[10] 
lation of the prevalence of the impious e 
and licentious practices of the times preſent. 
But nothing can ſhew more clearly the pro- 
pref of the falſe teachers, than the ſingular arid 
peculiar vehemence with which the apoſtle ſen- 
tences and "condemns them. He ranks them 
with the vileſt and moſt incorrigible ſinners of 
former ages, and denounces againſt them the 
moſt tremendous puniſhment, which the juſtice 
of God has determined to inflict on the worſt of 
men. This ſolemn warning to themſelves, and 
admonition to others, to depart from the tents 
of ſuch contagious wickedneſs, is an undeniable 
proof, that too many had been ſhaken in their 
conſtancy, and were fallen from their ſtedfaſt- 
neſs; and then ſtood more in need of the con- 
firmation of their faith, than of conſolation in 
| thelr ſufferings for the ſake of the goſpel, 30-0 
The falſe teachers had taken advantage of 
the vulgar miſapprehenſion concerning the time 
of Chriſt's coming, to oppoſe and inſult the 
apoſtles doctrine. 'Tis more than probable, 
that the coming of Chriſt in glory, which the 
apoſtle had ſo largely inſiſted upon, at firſt gave 
the Jewiſh converts comfort and ſatisfaction. 
But then the eagerneſs and impatience to be re- 
lieved from the immediate preſſure of affliction, 
induced them to believe that their judge was 
| ſtanding 


E. 11 1 
Landing ar the door, and that their ſalvation 
would be revealed without delay. But when this | 
injudicious conſtruction of the apoſtles doctrine, 
was not juſtified, by the event, but time paſt 
on without any appearance of a change; i | 
were not wanting profane wits, who ridiculed 
this inſtance of credulity, wantonly asking them, 
* aphere is the promiſe of his coming? and with, a 
deciſive confidence, telling them that /ince the 
fathers fell aſleep, all things continue as they were 
from the. beginning of the creation..." | 
Now the temper of mankind is noch, that | 
m—_——_ convinced of their having 
believed too much, are apt to vibrate into the 
oppoſite extreme of believing too little. This 
was the unhappy condition of the. Jewiſn con- 
verts, From an irrational credulity, they. fell 
into dejection and diffdence. Their. exceſs' of 


hope began to fink into deſpair. Diſappointed | | 


in their doo ſanguine expectations of the imme- 
diate-coming of Chriſt, they grew apprehenfive 
that he would never appear in power and glory. 
Me have now ſeen, I hope, in a ſatisfactory 
light, the true ſtate of the queſtion: that the 
doctrine which the apoſtle was concerned to 
— — was Chni's ads _ in . | 
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And in the next-plece ; that the perſons he 
was endeavouring to in the belief of 
that doctrine, were Jewiſh converts, wivering 
in their faith, and ready to renounce that im- 
T 24 

| Upon cheſs ev principles the explanation of 
the text ſeems entirely to depend. 

;&. Boe 66 Rite ſuch luchuaing canverts, ung t 
repel the calumny of a falſe accuſation, the 
apoſtle aſſerts with a genęrous indignation, that 
in making known the power and coming of-Chrift, 
he had not artfully obtruded upon them a 
' groundleſs fiction; for he hat actually een with 
his own eyes the glorification of Chriſt, and 
with his own ears, had heard him expreſly de- 
elared by a voice from heaven, ta be the beloved 
en of God: Wbieh to hin was an infallible 
roof, that the prediction which Chriſt himſelf 
made of hs furure cothing in nn 
in due time be compleated. 

He then proceeds, we ——— 
word of prupbecy, whereunto ye do well that ye 


fake heed. To overcome your diffidence, I Have 
moreover to alledge for your conviction, a more 
fire ward of piep. Von mey poſlibly di 
truſt the relation of what was heard and feen 
in the mount; and may think it over-credulous 
to place an abſolute confidence in the word of 


(rg ] 
| an apoſtle, becauſe the character of apo is 
W | — 2 e rate Er | 


confirmed, more fully eſtabliſhed; and by that 
means of authority more unexceptionable. "= 
The word of prophecy-was more confirmed, by 
the general conſent of the Jewiſh nation. It 
vas more eſtabliſhed by length of time; and ita 
authority was more unexceptionable, being ad- 
mitted as unerring truth, by thoſe Jews! whs 
dighelicved,” as well aſh eee : 


the goſpel. . 220117 boils * 
The apoſtle could never . to have 1 it un- 


| derfived, that the word of prophecy in the old 
teſtament was mott true than the evidence that 
he gave of Chriſt's glorification; ; nor that any 
deſcription in the ancient prophets, of the ad- 
vent of the Meſſiah in majeſty and glory,” was 
à more ſolid proof of Chriſt's: coming; than 
che exemplification of that glory in the mount, 
which he and two other apoſtles had been wit- 
neſſes of. For this would have depreciated his 
own proof, and have weakened his juſtification 
of himſelf, and defence. of the doctrine he was | 

; maintaining. a "101-5 
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But 


11 
Bot it was obvious, pertinent, and conſiſtent | 
with the courſe of his reaſoning, ito ſuppoſe that 
ſome of the Jewiſh converts, who held the an- 
cient prophets. in the higheſt eſteem; would be 
ed authority, to 're-confider, - and admit the 
doctrine, which they had been- 1 
ts by their falſe teachers. 
The word of prophecy. then, nd bs re 
than apoſtolic teſtimony in no other reſpect 
than this, that it gave ſtronger aſſurance, car- 
ried, greater force of conviction, and had a more 
effectual influence. in perſuading the perſons in 
particular, to _ it was re a 
64. 8 
The power — abend * argument, is 
— to operate differently in different cir- 
cumſtances; its efficacy being often relative to 
the -peculiar tempers, principles, and precon- 
ceived opinions of men. In fact the evidence 
af miracle, was equally certain in its own na- 
ture, as the evidence o. prophecy. And the 
teſtimony of an apoſtle, was no we true,” than 
the word of a prophet . 
But what was the apoſtle labouting to effect? 
not his own conviction. He had heard his Lord 
and maſter foretell his coming in majeſty and 
r. He knew the teſtimony of the angels 
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at the aſcenſion of Jeſus; * that be ſoould fo time, 
in like manner, as they had ſeen him go into 
| leaven. He had ſeen the glorification ; and be- 
| Hides, was inſpired by that holy ſpirit, which 


guided the apoſtles into all truth. — Was he 
endeavouring to convince thoſe who were ſted- 
faſt, and immoveable in the faith? * They that 
be 1obole need not a phyſician, but they that are 
ſick. —It remains then that the apoſtle had 
chiefly in view, the re-eſtabliſfifnent of the 
Jewiſh converts, whoſe faith in reſpet of 
Chriſt's coming -was ſhaken by falſe teachers. 
They actually doubted of this doctrine of the 
apoſtle; in which caſe it was highly proper to 
appeal to the ancient prophets, who were ac- 
knowledged to be infallible oracles of divine 
truth. 

The preference then aſcribed to nn jo is 
by no means abſolute, and indiſcriminately ap- 
plicable to all caſes. The compariſon is ground- 


ed ſolely on the imperfection of the fluctuatingg 


converts. As long as their diffidence remained, 
ſo long the prophetic authority, being, more 
confirmed, was more convincing. But the light 
of prophecy was even then to be ſubſervient to 
the more full and compleat light of the goſpel 
evidence. 


@a Acts 1. 11, b Mat. th 


In 


e 


In 22 the Jews our Saviour exhorts 
them to a ſtarch the ſeriptures, And reproaches 


their, inattention to the prophecies of the old 
_  teftanicnt; Þ Had e believed Moſes, ye would 


bus belicued' me, — The apoſtles likewiſe en- 
deavoured to convince the unbelieving Jews, 
that Jeſus was the Chrift, by arguments drawn 
from the ſcriptures, and conſtantly appealed 
to the ancient prophets. Now, was not the 
ſame appeal to the prophets, as well adapted 
to the confirmation of the wavering, as to 
the ' converſion of unbelievers to the Faith in 
Ohriſt? And what authority is fo likely to 
overcome mens doubts and difficulties as that 
which in their own judgment is the moſt;ve- 
nerable, and the baſt eſtabliſhed and con- 
firmed ? | 
It remains to be conſidered, how far the 


Inte pretation given of the more ſure word. of 


prophecy, will coincide with he Allowing part 
the ter. | 
The exhortation of the apoſtle. diratts the 


Jewiſh converts, to attend to the word of 


frophecy, as unto a light that ſhineth in 4 dark 


Plane. As 2 candle, or lamp in the darkneſs 


of night, will be a friendly guide to travellers 
a John 5. 39. b John 5, 46. | 


who 


17 Wo 
who: cindurt their ſteps with prudence; and 


diſcretion: ſo the prophecies. of the. 014) teſtat 
ment, relating to Chriſt in general, a 


gloriaus advent in particular, Would if duhy 
attended: to, inſtruct inquiſitive ſearehers after 
truth, in ſuch. juſt apprehenſions of tho tri: 
umphant kingdom of the Meſſiah as Wand 
prepare them for the belief, of the futnt 
22 of the bleſſed Jeſus in power ad glar 
.''-This light of prophecy they are advided 
— 5 bf bleed to, not ag to the moſt perfa 
light, but as to an inferior light, which would 
lead them on to the moſt perſect light. hate 
there ſhould remain no room for error, n 
danger of diſtruſt; that is, till prophecy 
brought them to goſpel conviction. al; 
In the goſpel written by St „John. gur Str 
vious is deſcribed under the character of * the 
true light, which lighteth every man Khat cometh 
into the world. And again, in the revelatiansg 
he ig ſtyled be bright, and marning tur. 
And by-St. Peter, the goſpel i is called ea nur- 
vellous light. | Now when men are Fully ally 
minated by this marvellous ligbt, then it is 
that the day hath dawned, and ind ws dey for oo | 

w in thor nenn 1 Ando! 


kr" „ John ; 1. 9. b Rer, 23. 3 £0 1 Pet. 2. 9. 
y G When 


[18] 
When Chriſt ſhall come in tranſcendent ma- 
Jelly to judge the world, the glory of his ap- 
pearance will be external, and viſible to the 
bodily eye. His brightneſs will not be confined 
to the hearts of men; but like lightening will 
ſhine from one end of heaven to the other. 
Whereas the evidence of prophecy directs us to 
intellectual knowledge, and the inward diſcern- 
ment of the dackrines of revelation. When 


and the mind is irradiated with- a full * com- 
prehenſive knowledge of che goſpel truth, then 
alone it is that the day hath dawned, and AP 
Pat is arifert in mens hearts. 11 p15 
I have now compleated-the explanation of 
the text; which appears to me, to be the moſt 
unartificial, the moſt agreeable to the ſimplici- 
ty of apoſtolical reaſoning, and the leaſt embar · 
raſſed with neue of a that has yOu 
_ 
© 0 BE converts n donbied r the! 9 
and -poflibly might queſtion the teſtimony of 
the apoſtle,” concerning Chriſt's future coming 
in majeſty and glory, are referred to another 
rule, not more true in. itſelf, but more authen- 
tic, and confirmed to them, which if duly at- 
tended to, would remove their prejudices, and 
d F : Open 


Bai - — 


1 

f 
7 
r 
b 
d 
n 


to] 
open their: underſtandings to a perfect appre- 
henſion of the whole evidence of the goſpel. | 
Let this explanation be admitted, and the 
boaſted. objection [againſt revelation, founded 


on. the preference. of the evidence of prophecy 


to that of miracle, will receive a natural, and 
obvious ſolution. For the evidence of pro- 
phecy is only preferred in ſingular and pecu- 
liar circumſtances, where the evidence of mi- 
racle is preſumed to be leſs authenticated and 
eſtabliſhed. And the fallacy of concluding 
univerſally from circumſtances, or premiſes 
that are particular, is known to every novice 
in the rules of rqaſoning. 

The teſtimony of prophecy abſolutely 1 bs 
lieved, and implicitly confided in; compared 
with the teſtimony of miracle not aſſented to 
with the ſame implicit- confidence, can only 


affect theſe fountains of conviction, preciſely 


in the circumſtances given; and can lay no 
foundation of a general rule, to aſſign an ab- 
ſolute preference of the evidence of prophecy 


to that of miracle. 


In reality, the evidence of either prophecy, 
or miracle, will ever be proportionable to its 


reſpective degree of credibility. Certain pro- 


phecy will perſuade more than doubtful mi- 
racle. On the other hand, inconteſtable mi- 
| C 2 racle, 


1 

racts; wilt be more effectually convincing than 
doubtful-prophecy. But where the credibility 
appears the fame in both, being alike ſuper- 
natural acts of an extraordinary providence, 
A wr operate in the a RR ef and 
lity. - 

let a gradation of evidence then, ſo mich 
contended for, be allowed, provided it be 
confined to the Jewiſh converts in their ſtate 
of imperfection, before the day ſtar of goſpel 
conviction had ariſen in their hearts. But when 
the day had once dawned, then the preference 
of prophecy muſt ceaſe of courſe, its ſuperi- 
| ority being limited to the darkneſs * goſpel 
_ tet in their hearts. 

From what has been ſaid, it appears, thee 
St. Peter in the paſſage that has been conſi- 
dered, made no compariſon in favour of pro- 
phecy, to the diſparagement of the evidence 
of miracles. Every imputation of that kind, 
is plainly calculated to ſerve the purpoſes of 
infidelity. And all the zeal that hath been 
exerted in defence of the falſe conſtruction of 

the apoſtles words to the prejudice of the at- 
. teſtation of miracles, is but too liable to a 
ſuſpicion of a hoſtile deſign againſt . 
; ey. 


It 


[ 22 } | 
It is remarkable that:in- the: preſent age, at- 
teinpir 5gajtlſt 'the (criderics/of miracles Have 
rank of unbelievers; and the oppoſition hath 
been conducted in different channels, with an 
unuſual variety of argument. The author of 
the ground. &. with invidious ſubtilty ex- 
alted the evidence of prophecy above that of 
miracles, that he might with greater caſe 
fink miractes into contempt by exploding the 
goſpel” application of prophecy. — Another 
author hath pretended to demonſtrate, that 
the miracles wrought by our Saviour, were 
merely ' inſtances of goſpel benevolence, and 
contained no force of reaſon. or argument to 


prove the divinity, either of the miffion or 


doctrine of Chriſt, — The elaborate . treatiſe 
to limit miraculous powers to the age of the 
apoſtles contains many uneandid infinuations, 
and oblique RefleCtions on the goſpel miracles 
themſelves. — But at length there aroſe a ge- 


nius of extraordinary enterprize, who deſpiſ- 
ing the low ſubtilty of wreſting the intention 
of miracles, ' boldly cut the' knot which he 
could ngt unlooſe, and had the confidence to 


deny the exiſtence, nay the * poſſibility of 
miracles. 


But 


( 22] 
But what hath been'the reſult of theſe re- 
peated attempts, both open and diſguiſed ? 'By 
the common fatality that cleaves to falſhood, 
they have ſucceſſively been confuted on the 
principles of juſt and impartial reaſon. The 
Foundation of God flandeth ſure. And hence 
we in ſome meaſure experience the truth of 
our Saviour's promiſe, that the gates of hell 
ſhall not prevail againſt his holy religion. 
But at the ſame time, ſhould not the aQti- 

vity of unbelievers inſpire the watchmen and 
guardians of religion, with unwearied dili- 
gence to oppoſe the peftilence that walketh in 
darkneſs, and the arrow that flieth by day? 
Can the- miniſters of the goſpel: abate their 
vigilance, if they retain a mindful ſenſe of 
their Lord's inſtructive obſervation ; that while 
men ſlept, the: enemy came and ſowed tares a- ' 
mong the wheat ? — And ſhould not the con- 
ſtant want of able advocates to maintain ſound 
doctrine, moſt religiouſly engage all perſons 
whoſe education appropriates them to the de- 
fence of the goſpel, to ſpare no pains, but to 
make the beſt uſe of the opportunities they 
have, to accompliſh themſelves with proper 
qualifications for ſo important an office ? — 
And laſtly, that which is every man's con- 
cern, to conſider the efficacy of his faith in 
relation 


y 


1 

relation to his own ſalvation; if after due c. 
amination, upon juſt and reaſnhable grounds, 
we are convinced 5 the truth of the chriſtian 
religion, we are hen fo far advanced in chriſ- 


tianity, that the day bath dawned,” and the day 


Par. hath ariſen in our hearts. But ſtill; this is 
only a ſpeculatiye perfection. We poſſeſs the 
heavenly treaſure in earthen veſſels. The know- 
ledge is divine; but the heart of man is hu- 
man. The marvellous light of the goſpeF is 
given us to reform our lives, to; make us bet · 
ter men, and to plant and eſtabliſh in us ha- 
bits of undiſſembled piety and holineſs. By 


producing this effect, the goſpel will make ut 


wiſe unto ſalvation. Let me conclude there- 
fore with the words of St. Peter; add to your 
faith virtue, and to virtue Knowledge, and to 
knowledge temperance ; and to temperance pati- 
ence; and to, patience godlineſs ; and to godli 
15%  brotherly kindugſt; and to brotherly king-. 
neſs cbarity: for if theſe things be in you” bil 
abound, they make you, that you neither ſhall , 


be barren, nor I _ 5 dulce C1 
our Lord Fefus * 
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